Virginia Maxine Zimmer
September 5, 1928 - December 17, 2019

Maxine, age 91, passed away Tuesday, December 17, 2019 at Bickford of Portage. She
was born September 5, 1928 to Leland and Leola (Cutler) Marr. Max graduated from State
High School and Bronson Hospital School of Nursing. She worked in the Nursing field for
40 years as a Registered Nurse. Her compassion for people never diminished. She was
always very concerned about her friends at Bickford. The nurse in her never ended.
Max loved her church, Chapel Hill United Methodist Church. She was active as an usher,
member of United Methodist Women, worked in the food pantry in her younger years and
active in the “Over the Chapel Hill Gang.” She belonged to the quilting circle where
beautiful quilts were made and donated to many different charities.
Max was married to Gene Zimmer for almost 60 years. Gene preceded her in death in
September of 2011. Max and Gene traveled extensively to many places including to China
in the 1970s. Maxine was also preceded in death by her parents, her brother Leland, Jr.
and her beloved sister Audrey Dykehouse.
Maxine is survived by her two sons; Joel (Julie) Zimmer of Portage and Dr. Mark (Marsha)
Zimmer of Kawkawlin. Maxine loved her five grandchildren. Jonathan Zimmer, Emily
(Chris) Rousch, Jay (Meg) Zimmer, Jamie (Jason) Haruska, James (Kristen) Zimmer,
along with her one great granddaughter, Ruby. Maxine treasured the memories of grandpa
and grandma, the grandkids, and her beloved dog P-Nut playing for hours in the backyard.
Hobbies that Max enjoyed were bird watching and she always enjoyed gardening and
tending to her flowers.
Visitation will be on Saturday, December 28th from 10-11 at Chapel Hill United Methodist
Church, 7028 Oakland Dr., Portage. A Celebration of Maxine’s Life will follow at the
church beginning at 11:00. Lunch will be provided immediately after the service.
We would like to thank Bickford of Portage for their care and support of Maxine. In lieu of
flowers, please consider a donation to Chapel Hill United Methodist Church.
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Visitation

10:00AM - 11:00AM

Chapel Hill United Methodist Church
7028 Oakland Dr., Portage, MI, US, 49024

DEC
28

Celebration of Life

11:00AM

Chapel Hill United Methodist Church
7028 Oakland Dr., Portage, MI, US, 49024

Comments

“

My Aunt Maxine (DON'T call her Virginia!) was hardcore through and through. If she
loved you, there was nothing that she would not do to help. She was fun and always
very feisty, not taking any back-talk from a lowly nephew like me. Since we lived right
around the corner, I was either at the Zimmer residence or Joel and sometimes Mark
were at our house. It was a great way to grow up, with close relations so near. My
favorite Auntie Max story is when she got me a summer job at Peter B. Eckrich and
Sons, where she was the nurse of Dr. Talanda who was the company doctor. When
she asked about getting me in, she was told that only family members of employees
were eligible. As she related to me, she told the Human Resources person (and this
is the best I can remember the quote), "Either my nephew gets in, or you might never
get a physical scheduled within a month again." That was Auntie Max. It was hard to
believe that she and my mom were sisters, they were different in physical
appearance and different in how they related with the world. But they were very close
all of their lives and I saw them hold each other up in difficult times (including sobbing
like bablies when they had to drive Sandy to the vet to be put down). I will always
remember Auntie Max as a kind, loving person who also told me often that she might
not be able to reach high enough to punch me, but she could sure break my
kneecaps. It's so different now, I don't live in Michigan and don't see Joel or Mark that
often. And it had been a while since I'd seen Auntie Max. But she created so many
vivid memories for me over our lives together, it would be impossible to forget her.
My deepest sympathies to Mark and Marcia and Joel and Julie, along with Jay,
Jaime, JImmy, Jonathan and Emily. We know where Aunt Max is now, having a
family reunion in heaven. Rest in God's perfect joy and peace until we meet again,
Auntie Max.

Tim Dykehouse - December 27, 2019 at 07:13 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Meg Zimmer - December 24, 2019 at 11:56 AM

“

This was such a happy day.
Julie - December 24, 2019 at 04:41 PM

“

At the Quilter's Christmas gathering last night we shared our memories of Maxine.
She was a gifted quilter. Perhaps fittingly, the only photo of her in my collection
shows her bringing soup to our quilting bee. No matter the occasion, church potluck,
blood drive, funeral luncheon, or someone in need, Maxine could be counted on for a
good hot meal.
You cared for her well in her final years, and are blessed, caring for our elders is not
always an easy job.
Blessings to you and the family.
Sincerely, Debbie

Debbie Storbeck - December 21, 2019 at 08:57 AM

“

“

Thank you so much for sharing this.
Juie - December 21, 2019 at 12:48 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

Carol Heinicke - December 19, 2019 at 11:32 PM

“
“

Both ladies were so happy that day.
Julie Z - December 20, 2019 at 08:26 AM

Beautiful photo!
Katherine - December 28, 2019 at 09:24 AM

“

Strength & Solace Spray was purchased for the family of Virginia Maxine Zimmer.

December 19, 2019 at 04:27 PM

“

5 files added to the album Having Fun

Julie Zimmer - December 18, 2019 at 02:04 PM

