Phillip Gordon Rath
December 13, 1950 - June 22, 2020

Phillip Gordon Rath passed away suddenly on June 22, 2020, at the age of 69. Phil was
born on December 13, 1950 to Gordon & Alice (Stemen) Rath. A Memorial Service will be
held on Monday, July 13 at 11:30 at Avink Funeral Home; 5975 Lovers Lane Portage, MI
49002. A private internment will take place at Ft. Custer National Cemetery at a later date.
Phil served his country proudly in the US Navy during Vietnam from 1968 to 1972. He also
served in the National Guard. He is survived by his son Shane (Lynn) Rath; two
grandsons: Dylan Rath and Devin Rath; the love of his life, Rebecca Brinks; an Uncle Lee
Stemen; as well as several cousins and aunts. He was preceded in death by his parents
and his sister Pam Schaffer.
Phil earned a Bachelor’s in Criminal Justice from Northern Michigan University. He served
as a Magistrate in the 93rd District Court as well as the Undersheriff in Schoolcraft County.
He worked as a parole agent with the Michigan Department of Corrections in Kalamazoo
County, retiring after 20 years. Phil had a passion for motorcycles and loved to ride. He
rode yearly to the Vietnam Memorial in Washington DC every year since 1988. He rode as
a member of Rolling Thunder and was the President of Michigan Chapter 6. Phil was a
founding member of Blue Knights Law Enforcement Club-Michigan VI U.P. Chapter. He
co-founded Blue Knights Law Enforcement Club in 1992 in Manistique, MI. Phil was also a
lifetime member of Lakeside Lodge 371. He was an advocate for Veteran’s Rights. Phil
quietly helped many people during his lifetime. Memorial donations may be made to the
Veteran’s organization of your choice.
While visiting Phil’s webpage at www.avinkcremation.com please sign the guestbook by
lighting a candle, and/or sharing a memory with the family.
Arrangements being made by Avink Funeral Home and Cremation Society.

Comments

“

Hello everyone. Thank you for all of your support during what was truly the darkest
time in my life. I have sent out most of the thank cards. I believe some may have
been misplaced after the services. Please if I missed you contact me on FB or
messenger and I will send you a thank you card. I’m sorry for the inconvenience.
Shane Rath.

shane - July 24, 2020 at 07:45 PM

“

I worked with Phil and we became friends. He was there when my father died and he
helped me to get though it. I lived on one side of a duplex and he was on the other.
So we shared a backyard and he was always on my case to mow the lawn. Phil was
the type of guy who always had your back. You could rely on him and I often did.
Thanks Phil, I’ll miss you.
Jason Gordon

Jason Gordon - July 13, 2020 at 06:25 AM

“

“

My dad could mow grass forever.
shane - July 15, 2020 at 05:02 PM

Phil always was doing good things for people that needed help. We worked together
and he was always doing for others that needed help. I will always cherish his
friendship

Julieann Schafer - July 12, 2020 at 10:48 AM

“

Thank you for your nice thoughts.
shane - July 24, 2020 at 07:11 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Phillip Gordon Rath.

July 10, 2020 at 10:13 PM

“

It came as a shock to me to hear about Phil's passing. He was one of those
individuals that seemed like he would always be around. He had a quiet presence
that would fill a room. A stinging sense of humor that would catch you off guard. I
have always enjoyed the time I have been able spend around Phil. I'll miss seeing
him out on his bike and having or chances to catch up and share stories. Calm winds
and following seas, shipmate.

Russell Bell - July 09, 2020 at 02:26 PM

“

“

Thank you for the kind words
shane - July 09, 2020 at 08:00 PM

Phil was a great man and it was an honor to know him! He was a huge part of my
recovery and keeping me out of prison! When I fist meet him I was a parolee and I
didn't know what to think of him. He was on me, twice a month about what I needed
to be doing and he dropped me every time I saw him. At the time I felt like he was
harassing me, I now understand why and I am so grateful the he cared. After I was
released from parole we stayed in contact and became friends after he retired from
the MDOC. I remember the time he convinced me to come to his monthly parole
officer meeting to pitch the crystal meth anonymous meeting I was chairing at the
time and how I was a mess over that the night before. My favorite memory was our
ride around lake Michigan last summer, we logged 1000 miles on our bikes in 24
hours. we where near Milwaukee when we passed a prison, I pointed it out as we
went by thinking about how my life had come full circle and how much he was a part
of that. I'd ride with Phil any day.

SHAYNE STOLK - July 09, 2020 at 12:08 PM

“

Thanks for the great memories of dad. He helped so many.
shane - July 09, 2020 at 08:02 PM

“

Memorial Honor Blanket was purchased for the family of Phillip Gordon Rath.

July 09, 2020 at 11:13 AM

“

Phil was a great man and in a way he saved my dad from a life behind bars. I've
looked up to him for many years and it was always fun hearing stories from when he
and my dad were younger. Every time he'd stop by my dads shop, before leaving
he'd say "Stay out of jail kid." And that is something I am going to miss greatly. I
know there is nothing I can really say to help but I am sorry for your loss. Sending
lots of love your way.

Chelsea - July 09, 2020 at 08:50 AM

“

“

Thank you for your memories of dad
shane - July 09, 2020 at 08:05 PM

Deborah (Simpson) Wright lit a candle in memory of Phillip Gordon Rath

Deborah (Simpson) Wright - July 08, 2020 at 02:26 PM

“

Donald E.Siler lit a candle in memory of Phillip Gordon Rath

Donald e.Siler - July 08, 2020 at 10:37 AM

“

I learned from the best

shane rath - July 07, 2020 at 05:44 PM

“

Found some old pics of dad today. I’ll just let this one speak for itself

shane rath - July 07, 2020 at 05:39 PM

“

Same smile, never changed:)
Lisa Jo - July 09, 2020 at 08:54 AM

“

Phil was certainly one of a kind. Shane, he was so proud of you and your kids.
Beckie, he was so happy with you; always smiling (well, smirking). I have many
memories of Phil, between MDOC, our softball team back in the day, being a
neighbor, and just as a friend. Two of my favorite memories were getting a ride on his
bike and going to eat pancakes in Battle Creek; and while working a golf outing at
the Olde Mill in Schoolcraft, Phil drove his tractor down to bring me a cooler of cold
pop. We heard him coming way before we saw him! lol Phil was genuine and a good
man. He will be missed by many.

Lisa Johansen - July 07, 2020 at 03:58 PM

“

“

That was a great memory. Thank you.
shane rath - July 07, 2020 at 04:09 PM

I have known Phil since he started at MDOC in the Kalamazoo Office. We used to
climb out of my office window onto the fire escape to smoke, until our boss John
Fink, another biker, told us we had to stop. Phil was just the best guy! He would do
anything for anyone who knew him, and almost anything for those that didn't. I loved
his quiet, dry sense of humor and teasing him about being a Yooper. He loved his
friends, and his family most of all. Shane, I'm sorry for your loss, and grateful that he
had your family and Becky in his life. The world lost a great guy too soon. Agent of
the Decade!

Amy Hill - July 07, 2020 at 08:23 AM

“

Phil, Oh Phil.
I remember him from his parole and probation days in Kalamazoo. I will always
remember his long, white ponytail--until he cut it off, that was a big surprise! He had
that tough "biker" persona but was a very sweet dude.
You will never be forgotten.

Deborah (Simpson) Wright - July 06, 2020 at 11:15 AM

“

“

I believe he cut it once but never again
shane rath - July 06, 2020 at 09:46 PM

thanks for the memories. really enjoyed our rides to DC and around Michigan, and
our VA visits. RIP buddy

phyllis Shellenberger - July 05, 2020 at 11:44 AM

“

“

Thank you dad will be missed by all.
shane rath - July 05, 2020 at 12:39 PM

RIP My Brother. I have great respect and admiration for who you are, were. We
shared paths, Military, Law Enforcement, Harley Davidson's. A True American. You
are forever in my heart. Miss and Love You Phil.

Rocky Adams - July 04, 2020 at 06:17 AM

“

Thank you for the kind words
shane rath - July 05, 2020 at 12:37 PM

“

Shane, Lynn, and boys - so sorry to hear of Phil's passing.
Jill Brindley

Jill Bindley - July 03, 2020 at 03:38 PM

“

“

Thanks Jill, it’s nice hearing from you.
shane rath - July 03, 2020 at 06:46 PM

Phil was my parole partner, my friend. He always had my back. On duty or off duty I
could count on him. He had the biggest heart, a rare find. His acts of kindness were
plentiful but he kept it quiet. He was one of a kind. I’m so lucky to have had him in my
life. He will be missed deeply. I treasure the moments and memories we had
together. Love you Phil.

Leslie Willson - July 03, 2020 at 11:34 AM

“

“

Thank you for the kind words
shane rath - July 03, 2020 at 06:47 PM

Phil was a neighbor, friend and coworker for years! I would wave at him from my
Mom van in Schoolcraft as he was trying to look badass on his motorcycle.. he would
always accuse me of throwing beer cans in his yard lol! He was such a good man!
RIP friend.
Laraine Van Lopik

Laraine Van Lopik - July 03, 2020 at 10:50 AM

“

Thank you and it sounds like dad.
shane rath - July 03, 2020 at 06:48 PM

“

Your life and service to this country will always be remembered and honored by the
Donahue Clan. It was a privilege to know you and call you my friend. You will be
missed my brother-in-arms ; God Speed.

D. Donahue - July 02, 2020 at 02:36 PM

“

“

Thank you
shane rath - July 03, 2020 at 06:49 PM

I have known Phil for a long time he was a family friend. While he was In manistique I
was hired to babysit for his son while they were working. I have always remained
friends with the family. He will be missed...

tina selling - July 02, 2020 at 10:31 AM

“

“

Thank you Tina hope to see you soon
shane rath - July 03, 2020 at 06:49 PM

I am so blessed to have known him and had many rides and trips to DC . You were a
great friend Phil and I will miss you and love you always. Thank you for all the great
memories.
God Bless you sweetie

claudette Adams - July 02, 2020 at 06:31 AM

“

Thank you
shane rath - July 03, 2020 at 06:50 PM

“

Big fish

shane rath - July 01, 2020 at 10:05 PM

“

“

One of the last times we got to fish together. He kicked my butt.
shane rath - July 02, 2020 at 09:58 PM

Phil loved Rolling Thunder and was a very active member. Here he is with the
Founder and Executive Director of Rolling Thunder, Artie Muller. Phil was a great
individual and I am glad that I knew him.

Adrian Smothers - July 01, 2020 at 06:41 PM

“
“

“

Great picture
shane rath - July 01, 2020 at 09:57 PM

It is,thank you.
Adrian Smothers - July 01, 2020 at 10:08 PM

Loving life

shane rath - July 01, 2020 at 04:27 PM

“

Dad and Dennis

shane rath - July 01, 2020 at 04:26 PM

“

Dad doing what he loved

shane rath - July 01, 2020 at 04:24 PM

“

Our prayers are with the family, he will be missed
-The Donahues

Donahue - June 25, 2020 at 04:07 PM

“
“

Thank you
shane rath - July 03, 2020 at 06:51 PM

Carry on. Art O’Leary
Art O’Leary - July 11, 2020 at 12:58 PM

