Paul Edward Butch
April 30, 1933 - October 20, 2020

Paul Edward Butch, age 87, of Kalamazoo, Michigan passed away on Tuesday, October
20, 2020, of natural causes. He was born in Lisbon, Ohio on April 30, 1933, the son of
Felix Butch and Lucile (Long) Vogt.
After growing up in Ohio, he married the love of this life Dorothy (Dottie) Jean Drummond,
in 1952. He served in the United States Army from 1953 to 1955. Paul then began his lifelong journey in the field of education. He earned degrees from Ohio Northern University
and Kent State. He worked in Ohio as a teacher and administrator, and in 1967, he and
Dottie moved their young family to Kalamazoo Michigan, where he took a teaching job at
Nazareth College. Paul had a 25-year career as an educator in the Kalamazoo area,
moving from Nazareth to the Portage school system, teaching students at all levels.
During that time, he earned multiple degrees from Western Michigan University. Paul’s
students were naturally drawn to his easy-going charm, and he formed lasting
relationships with former students, fellow teachers, and colleagues.
Paul, Dottie and their three children moved to Vicksburg in the early 70's and for many
years enjoyed life on Sunset Lake, boating, fishing, swimming, and took pleasure in the
company of many good friends. After retiring from Portage Public Schools, Paul and Dot
built a house in Cape Coral, Florida and spent many wonderful years there. In 2007 they
returned to the Portage area to be closer to family.
Paul will be remembered by many for his accepting, compassionate spirit…all were
welcome at the Butch home, where there were often gatherings large and small. Paul and
Dottie were generous hosts to many over the years. He also had a very quick wit and was
king of the cornball jokes, even in his last days.
Paul is preceded in his passing by his beloved Dot (2015). Left to cherish many fond
memories are his children: Paula (Andrew) Flanagan, Melinda (Brad Page) Boccia, and
Kevin (Andrea Parker) Butch; grandchildren: Zakery Northrop, McKenna (Ben) Bishop,
Emma (Reid) Albrecht, and Eliza (Bryan) Jach, Frances (Kyle Parker) Flanagan; great-

grandchildren: Mabel Bishop, Elliot Jach, Samantha Parker; sisters: Patricia (Donald)
Wutrick, Martha Cobb; brother-in-law: Joseph Hostnik. Also, many caring nieces,
nephews, and friends in Michigan, Ohio, and Florida.
In accordance with Paul’s wishes cremation has taken place and there will be no public
services held at this time. A private interment of Paul and Dorothy’s cremains will take
place at Fort Custer National Cemetery in Augusta, Michigan at a later date.
Donations can be made in Paul’s name to Hospice of SW Michigan,
www.hospiceswmi.org and the Parkinson’s Foundation, www.parkinson.org.
Please take time to sign Paul’s guestbook at www.avinkcremation.com by lighting a
candle and/or sharing a memory with his family.
The Butch family is being cared for by the Avink Funeral Home & Cremation Society, 129
South Grand, Schoolcraft, MI 49087 (269)679-5622.

Cemetery
Fort Custer National Cemetery
15501 Dickman Road
Augusta, MI,

Comments

“

Dear Melinda and family,
So sorry to hear of your dad's passing. May you find comfort in the many warm
thoughts of friends who are holding you close in heart.
Kathy Descheneau

Kathy Descheneau - October 29, 2020 at 02:30 PM

“

So many cherished memories of my Uncle Paul and I have to include his other half,
Aunt Dot. They both were so kind to me and my family. Those memories will be
forever preserved in our hearts. Our deepest sympathies to my cousins. Wishing you
courage, strength and love to help you through your loss.

Pam Colella - October 27, 2020 at 09:57 PM

“

Paula, Melinda Kevin and families I am so sorry for your loss and know if there is
anything I can do let me know. You know I loved your dad and mom as though they
were my own and if ever a need for cookies you know where to find me. Now Paul
and Dot can be together again. Paula has my # and I think Melinda does too. Call
any time and come visit.

Lyn German - October 26, 2020 at 08:43 AM

“

Paul I will always love you and Dot forever. You were the kindest people one could
ever want to know. Paul you cleared my driveway in the Winter when Mike was gone
and wouldn't take any money but I got you back I baked cookies. After Dot passed
and you moved I still baked cookies for birthdays and holidays or just because and
you said you had to hide them so when all the kids came over they didn't eat them
all. I am sad you guys had to leave us but I will see you again when my time comes.
Glad you and Dot can be together again and please look up my parents and tell them
you were my adopted parents. Your children are just like you and Dot kind and
considerate and love my cookies too.
Love always
Lyn

Lyn German - October 26, 2020 at 08:36 AM

“

Sending our heartfelt condolences.
Vic & Sheri Sherman

Vic & Sheri Sherman - October 25, 2020 at 04:41 PM

“

Ghirardelli Gift Basket was purchased for the family of Paul Edward Butch.

October 24, 2020 at 08:12 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Randy Starkie - October 23, 2020 at 12:50 PM

“

Mr. Butch was one of two teachers that influenced me in making the decision to pursue my
own teaching career. He was only at United for one year and I always thought he left
teaching because of his experience with my class at United- and who would have blamed
him; dealing with 38 twelve year olds was huge task. Glad to find that he made a career of
teaching. With the help of the internet I tried to track him down in the last few years but
failed. I am sorry that it was his obituary that filled in that gap of 60 years.
I would have loved to tell him how important he was in my life. What I am able to do now is
extend my condolences to his family and friends, and remind them of how lucky they were
to have him in their lives. You were a good man, Mr. Butch, rest easy.
Randy Starkie - October 23, 2020 at 01:11 PM

“

Thank you so much for your memory of our dad. He would be proud and happy to know he
touched your life!
Melinda Boccia - December 23, 2020 at 01:43 PM

“

The Butch Family was a big part of my childhood. Mrs Butch with her warm
welcoming smile and Mr Butch with the Big "Hello". He was always just on that edge
of just pretending he was "tolerating" us when we all believed he really liked us. He
was funny and entertaining and I enjoyed my time with him and the rest of the family.
Thank you for the memories.

Tom Cross - October 22, 2020 at 09:02 AM

“

We are all so sorry to have to acknowledge the end of the life of a man who was
such a positive and important part of our lives
Paul was such an important and influential part of our lives often taken taken for
granted
because of his low key style. What an intelligent informed and humorous style
without being confrontational or offensive.
What a great void he leaves in our lives.
A great man, a great husband, great parent, great friend we have lost,, what more
would you or could you ask for in your legacy? Paul leaves a great void, but
wonderful memories For all of us.
Jim Migliaccio
,

jim migliaccio - October 21, 2020 at 03:47 PM

“

I spent a lot of time at the Butch house on Sunset Lake. Most of that time was spent
bantering with Paul. He and Dot always welcomed me in their home. He will be
missed.

Mary (Northam) Lange - October 21, 2020 at 02:51 PM

“

We will all have a deep hole in our lives without Paul. Dot was a dear friend for many
years, and with losing her, I made it my business to check in on Paul...exactly what
she might have asked of me.
He became a good friend, sharing ice cream outings at Ritters or driving to
Boonzaayers for eclairs, or simply sharing the news of the day. I often shared my
baked goods or dinner dishes as available, and I think he enjoyed the visits or drives
as much as the food.
The truth be known, Paul was a connection in remembering Dot, while being a good
friend as well. I will miss his friendship as well as our political jabs at each other. I am
sure he is happy knowing his vote will be counted, even knowing that mine may
cancel out his.
There will only be one Paul...he is one of a kind.
Dee Fitzsimmons

dee fitzsimmons - October 21, 2020 at 02:33 PM

“

We were very lucky to have Paul for a neighbor. We could talk politics with him
because we were all Democrats. It was always fun to visit with him; he was
knowledgeable, fun and gracious. And I think Ellen kept him better fed than her
husband! We will miss him but will have good memories.
Don and Ellen Frisinger

Don R. Frisinger - October 21, 2020 at 01:25 PM

“

53 years of a special friendship with Dot and Paul has come to an end with so many
memories to cherish. Paul has been my guinea pig for tasting new recipes and never
complained. How can anyone ever measure a friendship as special as we have had.
Love you and Dot dear friends. Sis

Estelle Harbour - October 21, 2020 at 11:34 AM

“

Paul will be missed by ALL who knew him. His friendship, quick wit, and love for
every living thing never waivered during his 20 year experience with Parkinson’s.
Rest In Peace my friend

John and Sandy Conroy - October 21, 2020 at 11:10 AM

“

Sending you our love with deepest sympathy. Randi Noel & Debbi Loomis

Debbi Loomis & Randi Noel - October 21, 2020 at 10:53 AM

“

All our favorite guys together again, marking their territory in a new spot. So many
cherished memories at each other's houses over the years. Absolutely best of friends
to have, and Paul was salt of the earth with a mischievous glint in his eye when he
was about to lay a Dad joke on you. You're in my thoughts.

Rachel Houseman - October 21, 2020 at 10:49 AM

“

Bobbie Fry lit a candle in memory of Paul Edward Butch

Bobbie Fry - October 20, 2020 at 12:43 PM

