Florine O'Donnell
October 3, 1928 - March 20, 2019

Florine O’Donnell (Therkildsen), 90 years young, of Portage, Michigan, died peacefully on
March 20, 2019.
Florine was born to Ernest and Marjorie (Tripp) Rossell on October 3, 1928, in Jackson,
MI. She graduated from Allegan High School in 1946 and received her nursing degree in
1963.
Florine married Jim Therkildsen in 1947. Together, they had four children who survive her,
Terry Therkildsen (Connie), Lyn Escobar (Therkildsen), David Therkildsen (Nancy), and
Charlene Rusk (Therkildsen). She also leaves to cherish her memory 11 grandchildren
and 13 great-grandchildren.
Florine later married Bert O’Donnell in 1981 and gained six step-children whom she loved
dearly, Bob O’Donnell (Phyllis), CaroLynne O’Donnell, Kathleen Effler (Steven), Peggy
O’Donnell, Brian O’Donnell (Mary), and David O’Donnell (Sue). Florine’s marriage to Bert
expanded the family by 12 additional grandchildren and 13 great-grandchildren.
Avid sailors, Florine and Bert sailed for many years while living in Massachusetts and
North Carolina before returning to Portage in 2002. The family remembers her as a loving
and active mom who laughed often. Flo and her family traveled extensively, having
adventures in Europe and Central America. She also joined her kids and grandkids on
several cross-country camping trips. She spent many happy summers vacationing with
her family at Crystal Lake in Northern Michigan, and she was an avid MSU football and
basketball fan, eagerly anticipating every game.
Flo was preceded in death by Bert O’Donnell, her sisters, Theresa Slentz and Vivian
Evans, and her cats, Oreo and Molly.
A memorial service is scheduled for 11:00 a.m. Saturday, March 23, at First
Congregational Church, 345 West Michigan Ave., in Kalamazoo. Visitors will be received

from 10:00 a.m. until the time of the service.
Please visit Florine’s webpage at www.avinkcremation.com where you can sign her
guestbook and share a memory. The family requests that donations be made to
Kalamazoo Animal Rescue or Hospice Care of Southwest Michigan.
The family is being assisted by the Avink Funeral Home & Cremation Society, 129 S.
Grand, Schoolcraft, MI (269-679-5622).
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Comments

“

Sending our thoughts and prayers and strength for the days from one of Florine's
Anna Maria neighbors Mary Steffler and also from her children Sandy, Patti, Jim &
Tom. Our Mother so enjoyed the pleasure of Florine's company at their monthly
luncheons and just as a fixture in the closely knit neighborhood of wonderful friends
for the dozen or so years she was there. I was classmates with Lyn and my brother
Tom with Char at Loy Norrix so an added bonus that our Mother's would hook up
down the way. Our deepest sympathy to your wonderful family and May God Bless
Florine. Patti Steffler Stoyanoff

Patti Steffler Stoyanoff - March 29, 2019 at 02:30 PM

“

Char and family,
In addition to echoing my sister Patti’s sentiments, I wanted to share with you all how
meaningful the lunch was that Char orchestrated a few years back for my mother Mary
Steffler and I to join Florine, Char and siblings for a great visit and lunch. My Mom always
talked about how much she liked Florine and repeated often how much she enjoyed our
day together. My memories are the same from our Jr. High days Char. Your Mom was
always so nice to myself and our friends who seemed to often migrate to your house to
hang out. My condolences to you all. God bless you Florine.
Tom Steffler
Tom Steffler - March 29, 2019 at 09:21 PM

“

She sure will be missed. Loved stopping by with Mandy and seeing her smiling face.
What a classy lady.
Rosanne Kolassa

Rosanne - March 25, 2019 at 04:00 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear about your mom. It has been my pleasure cleaning for her all
these years. I will miss sharing stories about kids and animals with her. My deepest
sympathy. Melissa Keith & family

Melissa Keith - March 22, 2019 at 03:13 PM

“

She was such a role model for us as to how to live life to the fullest.

nancy and karl - March 22, 2019 at 10:37 AM

“

I am so sorry to hear about your mom. Know she's at peace in this time of sorrow.
Kathy Doorlag

Kathleen Doorlag - March 22, 2019 at 09:25 AM

“

My mom, Ruth and Aunt Flo were the best of friends while vacationing at Crystal
Lake, Michigan. We girls Lyn, Char, Jan & me, MaryEllen would spend the weeks
building houses in the woods, playing with Barbie dolls, cleaning Doc’s cottage,
paddle boarding, trying to dump our moms off the paddle boards being pulled by the
boat that Lyn was driving, such fun and great memories!! Aunt Flo was my second
mom I lached onto her when my mom died, and I have talked with her every week,
she will truly be missed!!
Prayers to the families—Love, MaryEllen

MaryEllen Olsen - March 21, 2019 at 08:55 PM

“

Lyn I'm sorry for the loss of your mom! She seemed like a fun loving nice woman the
times I saw her.

Frank TIBBITTS - March 21, 2019 at 08:54 PM

“

My deepest sympathy to the family. May peace be with you and all of her loved ones.
I went to school with Florine's daughter Lyn and have many wonderful memories of
visiting their home during our school years. I still can hear her laugh and how much
fun she was. Praying for all.
Debbie Butler Lettow

Debbra Lettow - March 21, 2019 at 08:47 AM

